GEORGE WHIFPPLE KIES, one of the oldest
business men of Norwich and a most highly re-
spected and esteemed citizen of that place, is a na-
tive of Killingly, Windham Co., Conn., born Nov.
7» 1828, The Kies family has been a numerous one
in that town and has furnished a number of able
represemtatives.

According to the Keyes and Kies family gen-
calogy, published in 1880, the emigrant ancestor of
this branch oi the family was Wilson Kies, who
was born in 1718, and who, according to a de-
scendant, emigrated from Scotland, where the name
was McKies. Wilson Kies resided in the south
part of the town of Killingly, where he followed the
occupation of farmer. He was known as a man of
much native ability. His wife, Sarah H., was born
in 1720, and died Oct. 2, 1821, while he died April
5, 1800, according to dates found om gravestones in
West Killingly churchyard. Their three children
were: Nathaniel, born May 7, 1759, in Killingly,
Conn. ; Ebenezer; and Wilson, born in 1765.

Wilson Kies, the grandfather of George W., was
born in 1765, followed farming all his life, and was
a quiet, exemplary man. He married Elizabeth (or
Betsey) Hulet. a native of the State of New York,
and survived his wife, dying in 1835. He left a
large family of children, namely : Marvin, born June
4. 1708 Prentiss, a farmer, who married Miss Lu-
cretia Colvin, and died in Killingly ; William Wil-
son, a farmer of Killingly; Knight, who died when
a voung man: Phila, who married Randall Davis, a
successful farmer of Killingly ; Mary, who married
Pardon Phillips and moved West ; Eliza, who mar-
ried a Mr. Bump and removed to Michigan; Har-
riet, who marmied Calvin Cooper and removed to
lowa; and Almira, who died at the age of eighteen

Vears.

Genealogical and Biographical Record of New London County
Connecticut, by J.H. Beers, page 376
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home, until he was 15 years of age.
He was then emploved as clerk for a
period of four years by the Danlelson
Manufacturing company in thair store
at Wesat Kiilingly (new Danielson) at
wages which began with $25 and board
the firsi year, $30 and board sec-
ond vear; §70 and hoard the next year
and something over $100 and board
the last year. During this time he)
was permitted to aitend the academy
at West Killingly cne term. In com-
pany with Joseph B Crandall, Mr.
Kies then engaged in the drug business
at West Killingly under the name of
Kies and Crandsalli and continued in
business with him until 1851 when he
disposed of his interest to his partner
and was employed by Mr, Crandall as
hookKkeeper and clerk untiil September,
1852, Going to South Wind for
nearly a vear he was emplioved as a
clerk in the store of John G. Avery
and in August, 1863, he came to Nor-
wich and was employed In the con-
fectionery store of David Gale on
Franklin square while to add to his
income he also kept books for other
parties. In the spring of 1354 he was
engaged as a clerk in the wholesale
and retall boolt and shoe siore of G.
A. Jones and company on Main street
and remained with them as clerk for
« ftwelve years until the summer of 1866
when he siarted in bLusiness for him-
self in a boot and shoe store in the
Rockwell building, eccupving one side
of a store room. He remained there
until 1871 when he removed to his
¢t i present localion in the Austin block
* I Mr. Kies did not have a partner untit
; 1884 when James 1. Coffes who had
been a clerk in his employ for 12
vears, was takep into partnership and
the firm name became George W, Kies ||
& Co. The shoe business was changed
to a corporation in 1807 and James
I. Crawford was admitied as & mem-
ber the name being changed tu The
George W. Kiss Company.

Mr Wies was married in this city
on Juiv 28 1832 to Ellen Cornelia Al-
ien. born in Killingly, the daughier
of Jabez and Sarah {(Bacon) Allen
Mrs. Kies died in this city on Bept. 5.
1812 at the age of 85 years. Mr Kies
leaves one sun, George A. Kies of
Hartford, who for some years was an
organist in this city. There are two
- | grandchildren, Mrs. Arthur E. Btory of |
thig city, and Miss Mabel [.. Kiea of
Hartford.
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Mr. Kies, when a voung man, was
a4 member of Broadway church and

¢ i held office in the organization He

founded the Norwirh Holiness mis-
sion and took great interest In the
organization and heid the office of as-
sistants superintendent. He joined the
Emanual Holinems church in Provi-
denee in 1802 and for 20 vears was
engaged in evagnelical work. He was
a director in the Douglas, Mass., and

Portsmouth, R. I, Camp Meeting as-

sociation and for yvears was a leading
worker in the semi-annual camp meet-

tlings and conventions of his church

® |at Bllver Lake, Vt. and Hebron, Mass.,

as well as camp meetings of his church

throughout New England and the east. ||

Mr. Kiles wrote several books in con-
negtion with his work In the Holiness
¢chureh and among them were, Sancti-
fication Definitely Sought and Obtain-
ed, Fifty Years in the Congr tiona!
Church, Did Ye Receive the Holy Ghost
When Ye Believed” and Walking with
in the Twentieth Century.

Mr. Kies was in truth an ideal gen-

- ltleman. He possessed a mild and win-

ning personality, was honest in all
his dealings, and was very successful
in business. He never sought public
office, although he could have had pre-
ferment at the polls for the seeking.
He was a fine accountant and was ||
versed on all iopies of the dayv. With ||
the passing of (George Whipple Kies ||
?’G!’lﬂ(ﬂl loses a worthy and model cit-
zen,
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- OBITUARY.

-3 Mrs. George W. Kies.

L~ About 6 wo'clock Thursday morning

- | Ellen Cornelia Allen, wife of GeorgelTF

W. Kies, passed away at her late]|el

home, No. 10 Laurel Hill avenue. Her | !
§

ol

health had Leen poor for the last eight
Years, owing to a shock wnich she
suffered, and for the last two months
she failed rapidly.

She was the daughter of Jabez A.|a
Allen and Saralh Corev Bacon Allen|
and was born in Killingly about 853}1
vedrs ago. S8She was united in mar-} |
riage with George W. Kies in thig city
on July 26, 1852, and had lived in Nor-
wich since her manyriage. Mr. Kies is
also a native of KiJingly and came to|
this city in 1853. Mr. Kies was al.
| member of the King's Daughters, to|
h which she belonged for a number of

vears, and was also a member of the | 'l
Broadway Congregational church. Bhe |l
was of a very genial disposition ana|F
always found pleasure in doing good. |Y

Mrs. Kies inherited the fine traits of |
her New England ancestry and took
for her guide through life her religious
faith., She had s host of friends
among the old residents of this eitv |}
who admired and respected her. Shell
was devoted to her husband, wag nle2
kKind mother and a helpful and loving
friend, All who knew her speak of her
in the highest terms and extend thelr
Ly | deep sympalhy to these whe meurn
- thelr great less,
hda! Mrs. Kiles 1s survived by her hus.

.| band, Gearge W, Kies, whe is a weil| |
known shoe dealer of this clty, and an !l ¢
only sen, George A, Kies, a well knowp | 1
organist and teacher of music, Thel 4
deceased is the last eof a family of
four, iwoe breihers and (wo misters,

By ﬂ‘l Qrvﬂ-.".
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