New Hampshire Statesman ~ October 25, 1856

STORM ON THE SOUND.

(A young man of this city, who was on board the
steamer Connecticut on Friday night, last week,
writes as follows :]

The steamboat Connecticut, of the Norwich line,
left New York for Allyn’s Point, Friday evening,
17th inst., at her usual hour, A fresh breeze had
been blowing from the eastward since morning, and
it was evident Jong before the boat left her pier
that a stormy night was before her. In the face of
this prospect, I iook passage upon her, because 1
felt curiosity to see how.a steamboat would behave
in heavy weather ; and supposed, too, that the com-
mander would run no risk whatever, but, in the
event of any danger, would go into Hart Island or
Huntington, either of which harbors are easy of ac-
cess, and immediately on the route before entering
the broader part of the Sotnl.

It was dark by the time we fairly passed Hurl-
gate, and the wind had increased in violence. It
blew so strongly even then that it was difficult to
maintain an upright position on the deck. At Hart
Island we saw the lights of perhaps fifty vessels,
which had run in there for safety; but the com-
mauder steamed on. Concluding that we should
stop at Huntington, [ slept soundly until awakened
by the noise made by one of the two smoke stacks
going overboard. After the loss of this it was un-
safe to keep up sufficient heat in the furnaces of that
side, because of the danger of setting fire to the up-
per works of the boat,. We were now ten miles be-
yond Huntington, ond exposed to the heavy sea
tossed up by the wind eoming down. the entire
length of the Sound. The wind was nearly east, and
therefore directly abead. It had become danger-
ous to attempt to go ahout, and Captain Wilcox
stood on his course, with just steam enough to give
her stecrage way, in the hope that the gale would
moderate. Soon a huge wave boarded her over the
bows, staving her bulwarks, bulkheads and fore
hatch; washing as far aft as the ladies’ cabin. The
storm was assuming a serious look. Every wave

lunder the capstan, injuring him so severely that he

-as ever before. Next, the heavy arched brames,

STEAMER CONNECTICUT.

‘The captain, with two seamen, made an effort to
close and secure it with canvas, but a heavy surge
swept them from their labor, lodging the captain

could hardly keep the deck. Themen assisting him
narrowly escaped going overboard. The word now
came to throw the freight over, and crew and pas-
sengers labored with a will to execute the com-
mand, Heavy cases of goods, leather; flour, tobac-
co, and teas went out the gangways as fast at least

which pass over the upper deck, and constitute the
main strength of the boat were broken in the mid-
dle, with a stunning crash. The backbone of tire
vessel was gone. Two more heavy seas would now
suffice to break the boat' apart and send her to the
bottom. She would go down in five minutes, as she
lay. If she could he got around she might per-
haps be run before the g_ind, back to Huntington,
but it wss almost certain loss to try to go about.

The waiters were the first to show fear or betray
cowardice. They began to break down the doors of
the state rooms of the main saloon, to search for
life preservers; then rushed to obtain possession of
the boats. Great fellows, six feet tall, were running
about, cased in rubber life preservers, wringing
their hands and expressing the very natural wish to
get ashore. -

One passenger offered five hundred dollars for a
life preserver. Another sat on the floor of the
main saloon, with two preservers around him, a life
seat tied to his waist, and a state room door under
each arm. Another was flourishing a policy of life
assurance for five thousand dollars. How this was
to avail him is not evident; but generally, the be-
havior of those on board was better than could be

[reasonably expected.

now poured tons of water down the open hatchway.

If she would not ge about we must go down, and
if we went down, nothng would prolong life in the
heavy sea and ice-cold water, eight miles from shore.
When the captain decided to go about, at what-
ever risk, the movement was watched with the in-
tense interest of men whose lives hung on its suc~
cess. Four men were refliired to steer the labor-
ing vessel. A smoother spot seemed to come along,
and the engineer’s bell was rung for all the steam
that could be given her, and the helm put hard
laround. If the engine failed now, or the wheel
ropes broke, we were cast away. She fell off more
and more around into the trough of the sea, and
there seemed to lay so Jong that all hopes of getting
around grew cold. Every wave swept across her.
But at last, under the whole power of her engine,
she came around, and scud before the gale. The
danger was passed, and the ten miles between us
and Huntington gone rapidly over. We run
around the light to an anchor close in shore. Here
we found the boats which started in our company.

The Connecticut had just been overhauled, and
very considerably strengthened by adding iron
braces. She was perhapa as staunch as any of the
Sound boats, but they are entirely unfit to encoun-
ter the weather to which they are exposed.—
They draw only about six feet of water, while
they expose ‘an immense surface to the winds and
waves, Their guards give the waves a great lever-
age, a8 they rise under the sides. All their top
hamper could be easily stript off, and their general
|construction is frail. Regular ocean steamships
ought to be put upon the line. A little sea-going
vessel, of one hundred tons, would have laid %o safe-
ly all through the gale which ao hardly used our
|steamboat. .
My curiosity os to the behavior of a sténmboat in

rough weather being satisfied, I am,,
Yours, &c.




Meriden Daily Record ~ April 14, 1869

Captain William Wilcox, formerly eaptain
on the steamers City of Boston and the City of
Lawrence, which ply bLetween Norwich and
New York, committed suicide by jumping
overboard from the City of Boston on her
down trip Monday night. [I{c had been much
depressed In spirits for some time past, and
frequently expressed a desiro to be rid of the
troubles and vexationa of this life, [le gave
his watch and the keys of his trunks to some
friends, with the request that they wounld give
them to his wife. His hat and cane were
found on the after deck of the boat, e was
fifty.seven years of age and universally re.
spected,




Norwich Aurora ~ April 14, 1869

NORWICHR AND NEIGHBORHOOD.

Capt.

We have to record this morning the
suicide of another gentleman, well knowa
here. Capt, Wm, M. Wilcox left here on
the steamboat train Monday evening,
went on board the steamer City of Boston
at New London, and when the. boat ar-
rived in New York Tuesday morning was
nowhero to be fonnd. He was seen on
the boat by several of his acqusintances,
and at about eleven o'clock was seen in the
forward part of the saloon, on the larboard
side, by Mr, Joel Kinne. His cane was
tound near the stern of the boat, and his
hat was picked up on what is called the
“ fantail.” It is supposed that he jumped
overboard somewhere in the vicinity of
the light boat, .

The sad intelligence was conveyed by &
dispatch from Capt. Williams, of the City
of Boston, to a gentleman in this city, on
Tuesday morning, and was soon known
about the city, Many at first refused to
velieve 1t, but the dispatch silenced all
doubts, Speculation was rife as to his
motive for the deed, and the fact thut two
gentlemen so prominent as Capt. Wilcox
and Col. Lester should have committed
suicide by jumping from the same boat, at
nearly the same locality and within a few
deys of cach other, was freely commented
on,

About u year ago Capt. Wilcox pur-
chased & farm in North Stonington, to
which he retired after disposing of his
residence on Laurel Hill. He has lived
there since, making occasional yisits to
Norwich to see his friends and relatives.
For some time he has had periods of
moodiness, as if brooding over troubles,
Last Thursday he came to Norwich with
his wife on a visit to his son-in-law, Mr.
H. W. Lester. On Sunday his wife went
to sce some friends at the Trading Cove,
returning to her daugliter’s yesterday. It
is supposed that Capt. Wilcox seized the
opportunity when she was away and
would not be likely to learn of his suicide
for some time after 1t was known publicly,
to perform the rash act. His wifo bad
urged him to take a trip to New York,

which he had contemplated,with the hope
that it would do him good.

ANOTHER SUICIDE,

Wm. M, Wilcox Supposed to
have Jumped Overbpard from the
Steamer City of Boston.

Monday aitcrnoon he read a part of the
account of the suicide of Col. Lester, on
Wedunesday night last, and requested bis
daughter to finish reading it for him,
When she had done so he remarked that
he wished it bad been himself. He spoke
several times during the day of his

i troubled state of mind to his relatives and

friends, but we clo not learn that any one
supposed he intended to commit suicide,
Monday evening he rode to the Norwich
& Worcester railroad depot with his son-
in-law, Mr. Lester, to take the train for
New London, and manifested a desire to
reach the depot in good time, 'He gave
Mr. Lester his gold watch, saying that if
anything happened to bim he wished him
'to keep it. Mr. Lester supposed that he
meant that he might fall down in the
street and some onc might steal the watch”
from him, as he has been for some time
troubled with a weakness in the knces
which obliged bim to use a cane. At the
depot hie conversed with Mr, Julius Webb,
Alba F. Smith and others, and seemed to
be in excellent spirits. He refused to
wear his overcoat saying he should not
need it and it was noticed made hut slight
preparations for the trip.

Capt. Wilcox was about fifty-nine years
of nge. Ile had spent almost the whole
of his life on the Sound. His first ex-
pericnce: was on board a regular packet
plying between Norwich and New York.
For thirty years or more he was employed
as pilot and then as captain on Vander-
bilt’s steamers aud on those of the Nor-
wich & New York Transportation Com-
pany. Several years since he commanded
a steamer running up the Connecticut
to Hartford. He was one of Vanderbilt’s
pilots when the Commodore was running
his boats on the Sound, and commanded
the Worcester and the Connecticut. He
was also captain of the old Norwich, and
possibly of other hoats. When the City
of Boston was completed and was placed

_on the Norwich line, he was 'placed in
| command of her, and retained it until he
| was transferred to the City of Lawrence,
"then building. There was probably no
man who knew the Sound as well as Capt.
Wilcox, He could take his vessel through

to New York in the densest fog by simply
sounding to ascertain the nature of the
bottom. e was thoroughly acquainted
with every dangerous point, every light-
house and light-vessel, and no matter how
dark the night or how dense the fog, he:
could always tell where he was and what:
it was necessary to do. When the old
Conpecticut came E0 uuar gomng daown,
while passing through the Sound in 1856,
Capt. Wilcox was her commander. A
large amount of freight was thrown over-
board to lighten her forward, where she
was tull of water, but it was found neces-
sary to alter her course. Capt. Wilcox
went to his engineer, Mr. Harvey, the only
man he said he could rely upou, and told
him to get on all the steam he could, and
when he gave the signal to give her the
full power. Ilis orders were obeyed ;
when the favorable time came for the
attempt to change her course the signal
was given, the full bead of steam was let
on, and theold Coqncctjcut, shivering ang
trembling, ploughiog in and out of the
sea, almost buried up, with her engines
laboring to the utmost and every timber
strained and creaking, came about and
once more beguu her conflict with the
waves, The coolness of tlae Captain wag
then the subject of admiration, Hestood,
calm and cotlected, giving directions to
bis men, with no more signs 9f nervous-
ness than if the boat were gliding alon
as smoothly as in a calm. No doubt hig
conduct saved the boat and the lives of
the passengers. Probably no man on the
Sound had the confidence of his employees,
or of the passengers on his boat, more
than Capt. Wilcox. 1_'~Jvery. one felt gafe
with him, knowing his ability anq sea. -
manship.

Capt. Wilcox has borne that which
would undoubtedly have killed other-
men. Ue hasexperienced many hardships
and it is thought that his troubles were at.
the bottom ot his action. He told friends
in Norwich but a few days since that he
wished be was dead. He was & man ypnj.
versally liked and his sad fate has caused.
deep regret on all sides.



Norwich Bulletin ~ April 14, 1869

ANOTHER SUICIDE.

Capt, Wiilllam Wilcox Commits Sui-
cide oun the Sound Steamer City of
Boston—Discovery of the Body.

Captain William Wilcox, a well known
steamboat captain, who formerly resided in
this city, but who for some time past lived on
Lis farm in North Stonington, came into town
on Thursday last on a visit to his son-in-law,
Heory W. Lester, who lives on the West
Side. For some time past he had been in de-
pressed spirits and frequently spoke of sui-
1de, cbut his friends have always talked cheer-
ingly to him, and endeavored to drive,such

u away. On Monday afternoon he
spoke of the recent suicide of Col. Lester, and
'expressed his preference fer such a mode of
‘death. On Monday evening he gave the keys
of his trunk and chest to his daughter, Mrs.
Lenter, telling her that e was going to New
York, and wished her to give them to his
wife in oase he never came back. He alsc
gave Lier his gold watch to keep for her little
boy, and & pair of gold rimmed eye-glasses for
& younger daughter, in case anything should
happen to him, and he never should return.
These acts excited some approhension for
awhile, but as he seemed to be fn good spirits

' j‘l;!‘gw hired s
the depot. He

0oV wish b with ft. At the
‘depot he met some old friends, with whom he
\chatted about old times on the Sound, and
ghed and joked until he took the train.
‘uesday morning & despatch was received
the agent of the Steamboat Company
York, stating that Capt. Wilcox was
2 ; that he had been seen to embark at,
ondon ; that novhing more was known
im, except that his hat and cane were
nd on the after-deck, and that it was be
that he had jumped overboard. The
ad rapidly about the city that
d of Tife, had ended its trinls by
m the City of Boston into the
ng Island Sound.

Captain Wilcox was found
floating in the water
and towed ashore
¢ where it now
m, who is em-
,8aw the body, and de-
scribed it in such a manner as to leave no
doufgt that it s that of the unfor-
tunate man. According to his account,
was a hole resembling a bullet hole in
emple, and as it is known that he carried
ol with him, his friends believe that he
himself in such a position that he
fall into the water, and then put the
o his head and discLarged it.
Wilcox was born in 1812, and was
ently fifty-seven years old. In his
he manifested an inclination for the
nd went on_different vessels sailing
place. Hecommenced steamboat-
y of July, 1836, as wheelsman
ch, Capt. W. W. Coit, run-
and New York. In 1838
8 a8 pilot on the Connec-
rtford and Saybrook,
wich. In 1839
m IR wano aw
on which boat
. In the spring
_on the Knicker-
bock, and served in that position until Octo-
ber 15, 1840, when he was made captain of
he Worcester. In four weeks he changed to
Cleopatra, and in the following spring
back on the Worcester. In 1851 he
charge of the Knickerbocker. On Nov. 7,
8 took command of the Connecticut
ned on her until the coming out of
of Boston, in 1860, of which steamer
captain until 1866. He commanded
of Lawrence for several months after
mmenced ranning, until November,
hen he resigned and retired to a
North Btonington, and has since
1is home.
cox was widely known as one of
amboat men on Long Island
long term of setvice he
p accident, and there was
than he. There was
e Sound with which
liar, and whether
dark, calm or stormy,
8 cool, selfpossessed
oning, and never

of his resig-
. confidence of

" There wi
country who h
accepted his ho
society on board h
ceive the notice of h
and sorrow.



Norwich Bulletin ~ April 15, 1869

Tae Late Carr. WiLcox.—The son-in-law
and other friends of the lste Capt. Wilcox,
§ starsed yesteraay morning for Fishor's Iglapd’
to procure his body for interment. On their
arrival at New London, they were joined by
some officers of the Clty of Boston and others,
and proceeded on their sad errand in the tug
| Wellingten. On reaching the island they
found the body kindly cared for by Coroner
R. B. Fox, the proprietor of the island, who
had already held an inquest. It was brought
| 10 New London in the afterncon, arriving
about three o'clock, and to Norwich on the
balf-past six train. The festares were un-
changed last evening, and with the exception
of the hole in the right temple, made by the
pistol ball, the general sppearance of the de-
ceased was the same as when he bade his

friends farewell Monday night. The funeral
will take place to-morrow afterncon from the
residence of Henry W, Lester, Thames street,
and the remains will be interred in Yantic

cemetery.




Springfield Republican ~ April 15, 1869

The suicide of Capt William Wilcox of North
8mon, the weill-known commander on the
N *h iine of steamers, was very straneely in-

Jy the recent sclf-mwuder of his friend,
1 Lester of Norwich. He spoke of that event
.on Monday with approval, and distributed sev-
eral gifts, and in every act left evidence that his
final leap into the Sound was premeditated. His
body was found acd towed to Fisher’s island,
Tuaesday afternoon, and a ballet hole in his tem-
ple leads to the belief among his friends that he
placed himself in such a position that he
weuld fall into the watcr, and then put the pis-
tol to his head and dischanved it.

Norwich Bulletin ~ April 16, 1869

The flags on the steambosls were at half

mast yesterday, oat of respect to the memory
of Captain Wilecox.



Funeral of Capt. Wilcox.

At two o'clock yesterday afternoon, the
Universalist chorch was Glled with those who
had gathered to pay their last sad offices to
all that was left on earth of Capt. Willlam
mains, encased in 8 handsome mahogany cof-

fio, were deposited in front of the pulpit by

the pall-bearers, Captains Edmond D. Roath,

mmm w. Mmmmm_ mm,mm: “mmﬁ_ M:
wﬂxmmumru §21xx MPMhmm i;
T e hefendii o]
il iipi bl hal B
R i it 1
uww_umm m mhmn..:x g mm 423312 mm mm

Norwich Bulletin ~ April 17, 1869



